Preparation Outline Format
General Purpose: To analyze Malcom X’s speech “The Ballot or the Bullet”
Specific Purpose: To identify and discuss the main points from Malcom X’s speech
INTRODUCTION
· Attention-getter: “We are anti-exploitation, we’re anti-degradation, we’re anti-oppression” these are the words of Malcom X.
· Audience Motivation: Malcom X, like many religious activists in his time, tried to separate religion from the real social problems that minority races were facing 
· Credibility: The speech ranked at position 7 among 100 greatest speeches in 20th century (Wolff, 1999). 
· Thesis Statement/Preview: Malcom X’s speech identified three important issues including ballot as potent weapon against oppression and racism, the failure of the government to implement obedience of the civil rights laws, and commitment to black nationalism
BODY
I) Main Point #1 (Write as a complete sentence): Malcom’s speech identified ballot (voting) as potent weapon against discrimination and racism
A) Sub point #1: African American were becoming politically mature 
B) Subpoint #2: He emphasized the need to exercise the potent weapon with caution and care 
· Source: (Malcolm, 1964)
[Transition: A complete sentence organically linking Main point #1 to Main Point #2]: Even though Malcolm advocated for right to vote, he expressed skepticism that ballot would not be the ultimate weapon to end segregation, exploitation and degradation of the black community.
II) Main Point # 2 (Write as a complete sentence): Malcom further identified the failures of the federal government to implement obedience of the civil rights laws
A) Sub point #1: Malcolm was also skeptic whether voting would bring equality for the minority because the government, he said, was responsible for the oppression and exploitation as well as degradation of the black community 
· Source: (Malcolm, 1964)
B) Subpoint #2: The government had failed the “Negro” by its unwillingness to enforce the law 
[Transition: A complete sentence organically linking Main point #2 to Main Point #3]: Apart from the failures of the federal government, Malcolm expressed his commitment to black nationalism
III) Main Point #3 (Write as a complete sentence): Malcolm’s speech further describes his continued commitment to black nationalism
A) Sub point #1: He defined black nationalism as the philosophy that black people should govern their communities 
· Source: (Malcolm, 1964)
B) Subpoint #2: Malcolm’s commitment to black nationalism identified the political, social, and economic philosophies behind the idea that African Americans should govern their communities 
· Source: (Malcolm, 1964)
[Transition: A complete sentence organically linking Main point #3 to Conclusion]: Finally, Malcolm promoted may have been taken as a radical, but he promoted unity.
CONCLUSION
· Summary/Review: Malcolm’s speech identified the failures of the federal government to end segregation and exploitation of the African Americans, described ballot as the potent weapon to end these problems, but he also expressed his commitment to black nationalism. 
· Clincher/Closure: Malcolm may have expressed his views in a radical way as he called the minority community to fight for their rights including bearing arms, but he also promoted unity as he called on the people to change their minds about each other. 
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